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no report but had brought in another thing which was not committed
to their charge. In this Epistle he sald thiere were charges agalnst
our Y. M. noticed. He knew not that such charges had been made,
but, said he, thils LEpistle mgkes charges against all the Yearly leet-
ings on the Continent.

Gerard T. Hopkins.

said "This 1s & very unexpected and unaccountable document. This
Y.M. 18 placed under trying circumstances. We all know that a 86 Da -
ration has taken place in a nelghboring ¥.M. and it 1s one which has
caused a great trial in our Soclety at large. It was a separat ion
Which involved a breach of the precious Diseipline which has bound
and which I trust still binds the faithful members of our Soclety.
There was a time when this Y.M., etood in the relation and station
Which '3 described in the document just read in relation to the Y. l's
at large, that 1s, that they are independent bodlies. It 1a true
they stand indepondent of each other, but it is equally true that
they are bound together by that which binds. And while this Y.M.
8tood clear it was in ite power last year to have kept clear of the
confuelon which hfs commenced spreading over the Soclety. I can say
48 one that we ought to have kept clear and not taken hold of that
Which has placed us in no small degree 1n connexion with those who
thus left the body and who established themselves under the character
of &2 Y.M. And whilst I advert to this circumstance I desire to do it
tenderly, for I feel for my brethren who are here and who have conaside
ered that they had th: nrivilege of meeting with us because at LI
last Y.M. we received and answered the Eplstle from this new meeting.,

I say if we had kept clear of this thing we should now have been
placed under different circumstances. Indeed I could wish ardently
that such were not the case. But, my frlends, that step which was
taken has not been confined in its influence to the limita it then
occupled. It has spread and is Bpreading.

I have been astonished at the circumstances that the Eplstles
{rom the several Yearly Meetings of Friends upon this Continent which
have been in a state of intimate connexion with us, which have always
found thelir way to our table and been read in confidence, that Epis-
tles of the same character, marked by the same features and well known
to be on the table, should have been accompanlied by the remarks which
Were made on the occasion. That there were Eplstles on the table thus
regularly brought forward and thus clearly known cannot I presume be
denled. What other papers there are of an unknown character I must
leave, but my friends, allow me to say that the Discipline which is
our guide applief to thies case, “hen there are communications from
inferior meetings, or meetings we correspond with of a novel character,
they are to be referred to a committee, but when Eplstles come from
meetings we have long known we are not to be thus particular because
We have ever been in the habit of accepting these. The time has never
been when it was proper to turn these aside to a committee. Dut if
there 1s anything novel which by being admitted would involve the
meeting 1in a difficulty, there is a provision made by the Discipline
wWhich reaches the case.

And these papers, whatever they are, ought to have been thus

turned over. But now after having submitted these Epletles and papers

for the special object of examination and report, to the Repr
9sonta~-

-g-

tives of the Y.M., we find that instead of offering anything in rela-
tion to thils they =rs kept in the background and the representatives
have brought that before us which has been as unexpected as unlooked
for, Where will they look for theilr authority? Is it to be found
in the minute which was made on the occasion? fell! we profess to
be & civil, honest people! and honesty should pervade every step we
take, I say again I am astonished and cannot approve of the intro=
ductlon of this Epistle because the Y.M. as a body ought to have traye
al1led under the exercise, and then if it had seen proper have laid

it before the representatlives. This would have been right, but the
f.M. has not travalled under this concern, and this committee of rep=
resentatives have brought forward that which was not 1aid upon thems
I cannot approve of the step. 4nd in relation to the epletles, as
they found thelr way regularly here they ought to be read when we see
the trials and weaknesses the Society 1s under in many places. The
Yearly Meetlings have unfolded to us their trials, and we are deeply
interested in knoWing the matter these epistles contain. It is our
duty to become informed--we are ignorent of them. It is well known
to 1lndividuals what are the features of these epistles, and though
these features be conceded and though the epistles be suppressed and
the Soclety be left ignorant, it 18 not true in relation to individue
ale. These eplstles are documents which are not kept secret. They
are approved ln the Y.Ms at large and read in Y. Meetinge and individe
ual members of our Soclety will find out through this channel what
they contain. I may say it 1s the duty of the Y.M. to come to &
knowledge of what these eplstles contain. We may attempt to suppress
them but it will be at variance with honesty."

Some other frilends spoke in a similar manner,&ccusing the repre=
sentatlves of having transcended thelr powers, when Thomas Lvans of
Fhiladelphia made remarks at conslderable length against the Eplstle.
e notlced several particulars in which he said it was "incorrect,"
Ihe Eplstle stated that the Soclety of Friends had never had & creed.
He thought 1t unneceesary to detaln the meeting many moments by at-
tempting to prove a fact so obvious. Any person by consulting Sewel's
History, the most authentlc Hlstory of the Soclety of Friends, would

find no lese than three publications which may be called creeds. He

etated what he thought a creed WEE[&iﬁ 4 confesslon of fulth. The

aplatle was incorrect in stuting that the projcctors of the plan for
the different Y. leetings to appoint delegates who should meet together
and take into conslderatlon the concerns of soclety had an intention
to domineer over their fellow members. How could the Wwriters of the
Eplstle penetrate into the secret recesses of the hearts of those 1lndi-

viduals and say what were their intentions. Agaln, the Epistle Btated




