beane nnoopetitntional, as the Governor augeests, wonld, it
sucing to us, ouly he a provision to carey ont the great principle
gt forth in the Vieginia Bill of Rights, ¢ ction 16, viz: 'm]!:l‘
religion, or the dinty which we owe to our Creator, and the man-
ner of discharging it, can be directed only by reaxon nnd eonvie-
tion, not hy foree or wi dence ; and therefore all men are eqnally
entitled to the free excrcise of religion, according to the die-
tates of consvience ; nnd that it is the mutual duty of all to
Fr:lrtim' Chnstinn forbenr e, ]u‘n.'--r rnuld L-]'“n:.‘.l' twards cnch
other ;” and we have come to nsk Clristian charity at your
hﬂ-lll.]"'lr Ilr"l".i.l.]II-'l"r ‘i'l.']'ljli Wi ji'lf.l, e nut fups (}”'”_-1‘;-31 for ourselves we
believe, that by tuking up the weapons of carnal warfure, even
in the defenee of our denrest rights, or life itself, we wonld en-
danger the welfare of our immortal souls. That belicf is not
original with us, as the followine exirnets will show -

The Bible, rather than anv onan authority, shonld be ony
guide ; bnt, since the early Christiuns learned its meanine from
the ajostles themselves, or their immedinte snecessurs, we natn-
rally with to ascertain how they vegarded the custom of war
Of their venernl views nnd practice an this point. tere now re-
mains little, it any donbt ; for it is nndeniable that, for a con
gpiderable o, & Jlong indeed as the |;||1_|_ P Chings 1';-111_‘__1 burnt
pure and bright, they beld it nnlawful to beawr arws, and actnally
abstained from war nt the hazard of teir lives s o was it till
the Clinrch becmme corrmpt, that lier wembers biram, wi Lot
renioree or reboke, to be soldiers, It wonlil b FETRTg |
a learned writer of the seventeentl centnry, 1o obsen T
&t mid-day, as toddeny that the primitive Christi TRt
all revepge nnd war,”

Justin M-CIT!._'»]', Tatian, Clemens of Alexand
Cypriau, Lactantins, and a mnltitnd, h
fath rs, Wi |i|.'|'l'|| I unlnwliol for Cluyet; i11% Fis
Feemns 10 have been for nearly theee ecota
ment, uwvowed and defendm] by the great
tianity.  Jnostin Martyr and Tetian s30 ke of
(*hristinne as distinet char clere : and Tatinn
Christintls declined even mili ATY 0]

Clemens of Alexandria enlls Fis Christian eo
“lollowers of peace,” und cxpressly 1ells s ¢t
of peace need none of the implements of war,
suys expressly, “ It enn never be lawful for 8 rie
g0 to war.”  About the eml of the secomd cen
of the opponents of Cliristianity, chnreed gl
refusing to benr nrius even in cnses o i
defender, does not denv the faet : he wdmits the refu
¥1HT"|ﬁ{'H 1t on the ground that war is nplawfil fir Chid
wven after Clristianity had sprend over nlmnost the whole known
waorld, Tertullian, in sprakinge of a part of 1he Howan armies
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including more than one-third of the standing legions of Rome,
distinetly informs us that “ not a Christian conld be fonnd
ainoug them.”

All this 1s explicit ; but the followinge facts are still more de-
eisive : Bome of the nrguments which are now bronght acainst
the a vieates of [, W then ]Jl'i_-:lei |a-_;.1im-l '[]!|1_-~|*.:-ru'|_‘,'
{_11'1]]'.~|i-llm - il f]If:rll" Arcninents T||Ir'- examined gl rL'-|||-|_]1'-:|_
This indieates Tnvestization, nud wanifeets that their belief of
the unlawfnlness of war waa not n vazne opinion, hastily nd-
mitied, and loos ly flontinge amonerst them, bot was the result of
-:l--l'lhl_-rll'.l' L'~C!1l|1il1:1li-|]|1 and 2 |_-|.t|;-:;-|;||_'|-"r;t firi ¢ -;n-]r_-fi.'.” that
Christ had 1.'.}1'i:i-:.|...|_ 1t The w Iy samne ,g'||'__='|“'_|1-|_]1~.' [|_|;5r il
branght in defence of war at the present day, wers brongl
ngninst Chiistinus sixteen hundred years ago, amd were prompt-
Iy repelled b them, It is remarkable, too, that Tertallim
appeals to the precept from the Mount, ng proving that the dis-
positions which these prineiples inenleate nre not compatible
with war, and that the costomn, therefore, is irseeoncilable with
Cliristinnity

It it be possi : stronger evidenee of the primitie
bedicl 18 contuined in ircumstance, that gome of the Ghiis
tin anthors e l the vitus=al of the Christi Lo lene arm
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Bival gueativn ; sibcg, thus remaining, they wust be cousudercd
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