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bejne mnoopstitntional. as the Governor sugpests, would, it
seciis to us, only be a provision to carey ont the great ‘E'-I‘illl'i}lllt'
eet forth in the Vieginia Bill of Rights, s ction 16, viz: ¢ That
religion, or the dnty which we awe to our Creator, and the maun-
ner of discharging it, can be directed only by renson il eonvie-
tion, not by foree o+ vi dence ; and therefore all wen are cqnally
entitled to the free exercise of religion, according to the die-
tates of conscience ; and that it is the mntual daty of all 1o
practice Cliistinn forbearanes, love, and charity t-wards each
other ;” aml wo bave comne to nsk Clodstian charity at vour
hnml.ﬂ, 1i1'l.’:'11!-('. while we jlt4|_:-:.' not fors orliers, for onrsel ves we
believe, that by tuking up the weapous of carnal warfure, even
in the defence of our dewrest rights, or life itself, we wonld en-
danger the welfure of owr immortal souls. That belief is no
original with us, as the followine extracts will show - -

The Bible, rather than any human authority, shonld be onr
guide ; Imt, since the early Chirstians learned its meaning from
the i ostles 1I'l'r!:Il::l"'1'l.':-|1r'|_'.=-iP or their immedjate HUCCCSROTR. Wi natu-
rally wish 1o ascertain how they recarded the eustom of wur.
DF their reneral views nnd practice on this poiut, there now re-
maius little, if any donbt ; for it is undeniable that, for a con
siderable period, so loug indecd ag the luup o Chyistianily biurent
pure and bright, they held it unlawind to Lear arms, and aernally
ahstained from war at the hazard of their lives ; no- was it 4§l
the Clinreh becmne corrnpt, that her members beran, wi liom
reoree or rebuke, to be soldiers It would be as vnev ™ eava
& learned writer of the seventecnth eentury, * to ohsen
at mid-day, us todeny that the primitive Chiristiine
ndl reveure and war”

Jdustin Mariyr, Tatinn, Clemens of Alexind
Lypriag, Lactautine, and nmaltionds wth
tuthers, declured 14 nnluwinl tor Cluisti
ReeIng 10 ve heen for neary three cen
Lrp-nt__ TREALLY ] “nn:l ;hf :'l'il' |l h_-ul 4|'|--‘|.
taunity,  Jnstin Martyr an:d Tetian &
Christians as distinet charncters @ nnd
Christints declined « ven military cos JUF

Clemens of Alexandrin colls his Olivistian o
“followers of peace,” nnd expressly tells us ** tls
ol poence sl none ol the :.1‘.!511-e:t1||- s ol war'
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payR expressly, © It can never be lawful for a gt

go to war”  About the end of the sceomd cenmry
of the oppunents of Christianity, chureed the Ol
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refusing to benr arms cven 10 cases of necessity

defender, does not deny the fact ; he admits the refues
pnatiies it on the ground that war is unlawiul fior o it

Sven after Christiauity had spread over ulmost the swhole knowa
world, Tertullian, in speaking of & part of the Koman armjes,

inelnding more thau one-thivd of the stunding legions of Rowme,
distinctly informs uws that “not o Christinn conld be formd
amoung them.”

All ting is explicit ; but the following facts are still more de-
cisive ; Some of the wrgwmceuts which are now brouglit wgninet
1|11' TR TR TR l-f F.l.._i.!L., were then 'I,JI'II_:L'Il :II;_-:IliI]r:T. f.l-li'rbl' el
Chivistians ; awd these wrguments they examined and repelied.
This indicates investigation, awl manifests that their belied of
the nolawfulness of war was uot n vagne opinion, hastily ad-
witted, and loosely flonting amongst thew, but was the vesulg o
deliberate exnmivation, amd n consequent firm convietiun tha
Chirtat had forbididen it.  The very same argumenis that ar
bronght iu defence of war at the present day, were brought
ugninst Christinus sixtoeen huwdred years ago, amd were promj-
Iy repelled b thew, Tt is rcmwarkable, too, that Tertullinn
appuals to the preeept flom the Monnut, as proving that the dis-
positions which these prineiples fuenloate nre not compattibie
with war, and that the costom, therefure, i8 irecconeilable with
Chinstianity

If it be possible, n still stroucer evidenee of th primitis
et 18 contained in 1 : nstanes, that some of the Chris
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Ervnl Quualivl  Bllcg, Lhus relgnining, they nust Le consmdercd
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