MEMORIALL.

TO THE HONORABLE,
THE LEGISLATURE OF VIRGINIA :

Your Enttiﬁ ners, members of the Religions Society of
Frieuds, (called Quakers ) desire respectfully to Eﬂ|.| your ntien-
tiow to that portion of the Governor's Message in which he
recomincids the repeal of the law, exempting certain Religioua
Denominations from military Juty by pavient of a tax.

In his remuarks on th 5'.lf_i-'-:.'t, the Governor, doubtless unin-
tentionally, does great injustice to, at least, one of those sects,
The Friemds. He assumes 'Inr the Pmtmnt of said tax is an
ncknowledgment on the part of those paying it, that some aid
is due from then to hn 1.- wernwment in the pr-::-u-cutmn of this
war ¢ on the contra '-'. + have paid saild tax under protest, it
it one of t 1| ched principlee of our Society from ite
T1%n pros-nt that a Christian has no right to take up
the wenpons of car .uurhwwi r any carthly consideration ; yet
we belicve it onr duty, as good citizens, * I'o be in E“h_]ﬂ'..-unﬁ to
the Powers that h._: :ml a4 the exe |1|'E1l:| n law both of the
Confederate aml State Governments omitted to make any pro-

L distruint where the tax wag not paid, it seemed to
present the snbject in & manner very similar to that in which
our Saviour directed the tribute money to be patd—*"* That wa
offtud them not!

The {h=cipline of every Yearly Meeting of our Society pro-
hibits its mewbers from. taking p1rt in any way, in war ; from
MINSteTIng, or | ""”E- nuy ![['_Iq imposed for not IDUH[F']HL, -
guiring its members, in ull such cases, quietly to submit to any

vnts for said fine, and prohibiting them from concealing

v, or in any way evading & ud laws,
vie that the Constitution of Virginia does, in those
h Becnre to every man the I‘I”hl 1‘.1’3 \'-'I_"I:'tl-hli]'l God ac-
e dictates of his own eo 141111121' I'I.ﬂ rd g]’ﬂ-lil’lli for
1 to the members of our Soviety, na it 13 well known
hat rship God not only as * Waonderful, Counsellor, The
[ichty (iod, The Everlasting Father,” hat also a8 ** The Prince
of Peace Therelore, a bill exempting th se who worship bini aa
1he Prines of Peace, 1:1. wit * Fien l-l an! Dunkarda, ingtvad of




