genernl welfare and prosperity of the nation, ]y Muryland, where eimancipation was ¢ffiocted
by stutute law sone tine before the President ' s Prociamation, abont torty schools were estublisled
t'." e Maryland Association fi the Moral awndl hll-l”I'l:'llin'I[ illlfu'uu-]z‘u']ll ol the Colored
People ™ of thut State, 0 these abont one-forrth haye been, within a fow months, broken up
meeting and school houses have bee nbnrned s wd tenchers sl ted il driven away, In the
States recently in rebellion, they ure subject 1o w rongs amd outeages, from whicl, they have n
redlress nuder existing laws, which wore made to siphserye the system of hiilwl'_'-. Your memo-
rinlists theretore submi thint, an the Gov rnment, * for il own parposes, " changed thei
cotdition, and deprived them of the care meident 1w i, g npon which the, depended, 1t has
beconu: b, by every congideration of justice il honor, to assume theiy guardianship, and
by prevent them from suiliving by the ehange, We apo sl to see the sirhject s dureihly nrgwd
mpom Cingress by both the President SLTT] I 'Y retary of War, Iy the opinion af YOUT 1edn)-
ity this solemn duty will not e ne mplishied by the were mdoption of the lute anendiment
ts the Constitution, whicl, provides for the J il wbolition of slaversy,  Muel of the real
prersutl property in the paarts ol Lhe country in which these wiir fx of the Governpent
ltve, i, by reason of the rebellion, sihject to forfeitnre : gl the lives of ANy persons to tle
penalties of trenson. A ot be desirable to restore 1l Preperty to those who have menrrml
s focfeiture, amd to proclaim i general apm sy on then behalf, it s not Josy desirable to

L
ikl the obligations of the Government wwards the peaple who were thely slaves, amd wlhiose

temresied tot necomuolated el ol” thad propert v

I 1 be woself-ovident feutl ol which we huve no donbi that the just Powers of the
tovernment are derived from the conse it of the wove hed, in order o seenre then the rights
of Tile, liberty and the pursnit of happiness, it nost Do tptindly evident thg iy svstem of
lnws under which the vights of a large portion of the people are thisregarded, is inconsistent
with tha reptiblican form of sovernment which Coneress s Lol 1o gharnntee to every
State,  Under the rule of Christian sction aboyve referred to, all these rights woald he b
fally neeorded, so fur as wy stonhd desive thew for eirselves ; and whilst the vlective franch jse
shonld be regulated Ly the sonud dis ehon of a majority of the people coneerned, we beliove
that all political distinetions i weconnt of color are ot only contrary to this rule, bt s
versive of the great pring pdes which lie at the tenndation of oy aovernment.  Uwder the same
rule, w conrse of justice and kindyess will be pursued towands theny, nnd full upportunity will
be given, nnd every nssistig *alliordel, by the diss rnation of edocation anid intelligence, 1o
emable them to vise from the state ol agnoranee and degradation In which slavery lias Lot then

b the past this nation has enjor ol the bonnties and mercios of the Almighty.  These
have often been pblicl v acknow ledaed I Lhe highest officers ol the Governmment,  We are stil)
the I.“.ill.ll Wts of His fuvors i the expectunts of His nuerey Bith now gl R great here-
miter We are Assured, an sodenn lnnrna me, Lk whant s ashire we meet, will e eas el
W us,—(Mark iv, 24} How then can we sk or expeet Mis m rey il we refuse to accord
Justice to onr fellow-men, whoare el [dren of the san Almighty parent, and alike the nhjects
“.‘I ”I*— ;I.,.I i .-I.II'J FIOLETity f

It is with diflidence that we e wonrge this subject bofire | HHETUSS § ved we e o
dhisregnrd our own Gt 1 this respu We doubt not that kB8 hie. dusive of Ciiirass 4o dn
s whale duty on behialf onr ot Heorder to merit the Approbation of onr connmom Futher,
whe hobils the universe as in the hollow of His hand, apd wha cant bless or blight on

eudenvors, and there is none to eall iy Hestion or arrest His judgments !

bt is anr prayer in beludf of all the members of Government, that they miny be endned
by our Heavenly Father, witl, wisdonr sl strength to pertiem, with fearless relinnee npon

conselons rectitide, the grv duties which devaolve

Bavrimone, 194 Meanth, 14, 1865

npon them

BENJAMIN TATHAM,
ROBERT LINDLEY MITRRAY,
WILLIAM I3, COLLINS,
RICIHARD M. JAXNNEY,
FRARCIS T. KIXG.

JAMES CAREY,

JAMES C, THOMAS,

JOHN BUTLER,

WILLIAM CATTELL,
JOSERH-HIT
CHARLES F, COFTFIN,
MICAJAH O, BINFORD,
ROBERT W, HODSON,
ELEAZAR BALES,
ENOCH HOAG,
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