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To the Senate and House of Representatives
of the United States, in Congress assembled:

The undersigned, appointed (o represent the Yearly Meotines of the Beljgions Sirciety
of Friends, composed of the members of suid society, residing in the States of New York.
Vermont, Marvlaml, Ohio. Livlinna, Towa, Kansas, Hliois, Minnesoin . Wiseonsin,  anil
M-Il'lliL.ﬂll. |I:I'L.HI:'. mel, tn the ':.:1."' {nl ”:I“jllll-r't, to considor the st condition of i
recently liberated Slaves in onr conntry, believe it to e onr duty respectfinlly to wildress this
Memorinl to yon,

It i, as a religions body, nnder n solemn sense of onr responsibility to God and dinty
toone fellow-men, nond not in any sense as puliticnl partisang, that we nddress v, We feel
that i1 15 canse for reverent eratitinde that the terrible and devastatiog civil war, whicl Lins
|||"I"-|Ii:l."l e oonr beloved connlry, has been broneht to a close © that the anthormy of onr
exocllent Government has been preseryved, nnd s blessings continned to us: aml that the
syatem of sluvery has been abiolishasl,

Whilst rejoicing ot these results, iV is onr carnest desive that, as s nation, we pny ot
furget the lessons of the past ;. but that all the actions of our Govermment, more cspecially
those which beas jHH) the pour or the I]I_'Il.'lll.l'll,"-'-_. bEEALY e coneeived sl execnted witls
especial reference to the commaml of onr Savionr, ©° Wl tso vir ye wotld that wmen shonld do
fu v, :]-13.- even o b e { Matthere vii, 127 The faithfnl observance i e st of
this i|;~||=|uti--|1, whieh 1w hindine M all Christians, wonld have saved the lives of il tibades
i nlr fa H |".'|-I.i|._.-'.l s, fnal :I‘.'Iill uhITR anf fressiire I1'-. |.|_i:1_||lli] (T LT R Y [ TR | 1||| Pitare will el
only henl existing differences, bt ensire e happiness of ome citteens and the honor amd
digmity of the Nation: for * rightesusness exnlteth a nation, bt s 18 o repronch to nay
'|-|'|l||Jr_' |.||”.--J. it X1y, a9

We nre indiesd to cxpress thos desire from (aets Fespeet e the condition amd treatment
ol many of the Freedmoen, tn virions parts ol our conntry, whieh justify the helief that, unides
the seme of freemen, they wee in some prects worse off' than in slavery,  There wore sone
tmportant allevmtions to the evile of that eondition They, like other bennches of the himman
tammly, are creatures of habit; and nnder that system were, in a great measiare. relieyed fron
care for the fitonre, and became, Like children, depemdent npon others, awl deficient in hos
habits of industry and ceonomy which are nee ssary lo provide agzatnst the vicissitndes of
crvilized lifi Under their new condition they are thrown npon their own resonrces, with pone
personally imterested i their wollnre or in thnt of their Jhildren,  Withomt properiy, or right
‘n-:"-"lll‘. ever the rinde FRdL nowhich they formerly | vl —1ernornnt and g il

irrouided by bostile laws nod angost pregnd e NENY et poerisin, wirless sillciend JHrOV s
be promptly made for theie protection sod relio b expressing this belief, we have no donbe
that an impartind liustory of the rme ithotn this and other conpntries, will show that, with the

1l v ItngEes of ednvat Il upportunity to |

ribctice i arts of et om they are alun

dantly able, wot onl pport themselves, bt to contribmte their full proportion to the




