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A letter was received Trom the Clerk of lowa Mecting for Sofferings, stating that that
Meeting conld not e convened in time to send Delegates to this Confercoee,

After u free nnd Tl interchange of views we are wmted adopting the following mimte
18] I."";]I:Tl,i!'i*-li'l'{ ul onr Iimh.;uu'lltf

The Coufermmee wssembles under a deep sense of its respounsihility to the Head of the
Chareh. nwd to the members of onr religions Bociety, especially to our youug men, who are
partienlarly interested in the canse thnt Las bronght ns together—nuwd ns fnithful representatives
of those who have appeinted ns, we believe it right for us first to record onr united sense and
Jidgment, that I viends continne to he solemnly bonwd nnswervingly to wnintrin onr ancient
fuith snd belief, that War is forbidden in the hll“-]lll,, and that ws followers of the 'rinee of
Peace, we cannot contrilnte to its sup ]mlt or in any way participate in its spirit.  That to render
other service ns an equivalent for or in ten of red pisitions for military purposes is 4 compromise
of a vilal principle which we foel L-ma-w_uh- usly bownd to support, nuder all eivenmstances, anil
notwithetanding any trinls to which we mny be subjected,

But while thus recording onr sense of obligation to marntain, in all itg fulness and puarity,
this bestiimony to our bisliet of the nin,mu-.q duty of nhstaining from all wars, amld of regarding
eneredly the rights of conscienee, we have Deen intradneed afresh into symp uh\ with those now
o anthority in the General Govermnent in the peenlinr difficaltics and trinds in which they are
involved,  We geatefully appreciate the kindness evideneed, at oll times, by the Presulent ﬁ.ufl
secretiry of War, when we have applied to thewm for reliel from suffering for conscience snke,
andd Tonor them for their clearly manifested regacd for religions liberey,

We have ever believed, nnd o, withont nny reservation, helieve in the necessity of el
Ciovernment, that it is a Divine nnhmum* and that it is our duly to sustain it by nll the miluenee
we may he able to’ exert, both by mun‘l and deed, sithject ta the paramennt law of Christ and 1n
this day of fearful strife, when =o many of our fellow citizens are bronght into suffering, we have
111 |1|'~i;e' to shrink from the discharge of all onr duty, nor fromn contributinge to the reliel of
distress by every means in our power.  To feed the hnngry, to cloth the naked, to visit the sick
andl distressed, noW 40 numercus i onr country, are among the prominent umlm.mllh of Christ.
b especial wanner Frieuds hiave long believed it their dnty to lubior for the relief and freedom of
the bondmen, ~1||11 now when so many are beeoming tree from bondage, in the pru-'r-:,-u-: of ]_ru.w_-.mh
events, and pesd alondant ministration, both to their pliysical and mentad necessitics, we rejoice
ti tm-i. that 1 rie 1u|~' remerally are engaged in their be halt, and we desire to enconrnge our fellow
members tn every part of our lawl 1o continned and increased efforts in this way, thns relieving
the Government of n portion of the heavy bnrden now resting upon it, In thisx way, and by man)
other means, Friends can discharge the duties of good eitizenship without infringing upon our
principles r]f peact, and we desire to impress upon them the duty of embracing every right
L‘lu‘hi[]{: for the exercise of Chrishian bene wolenee toward their sulle r“mw fellow creatures.

Then adionrned to 4 o'clock, this afternoon.

Friends met according to adjonrmuent,

Upon further consideration of the general snbject which bLrought us together, it was the
judgment of the Confereuce, that a small Conunitte should be np pnm[rrl to proceed to Washington,
without delay, to have an inte Y iew with the Secretary of War, in consequence of Tln COMIM NI CR-
tion l'_"1!|'|1|lTI1.1':".i ‘n the minute of Daltimore Meeting tor Sufferings.  Sanmmel Bayid Tobey, Witliam
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Wond, James Carvey, Jouathan Winns, Levi Jessapeaml Jeremiah A tirennell, were nppointed to
aame 1 Committee to the Conference, for that purpose, wied after retiring for consnltation, they
proposed Franeis T, King, Charles F. Cofhiu wid Barnel Boyd Tobey, which was nnited with by
the Meeting
Then adjourned to 7} o'clock, to-morrow evening.

did of the woeek amd Sth of the Month, The Conference met at :-5 . ."-l.. |_|'|l1'!-|111.ll[- [in
adjonrnment.

The following Neport was received from the Commiltee, appainted yestorday, to obtain an
interview with the Seeretary of War, and their action was approved of by this Conference

To the {"_ruriﬁ renee assembled !

The Commuittee appointed, yesterday, to visit Washington City, w have an ivterview with Secretary Stanton

Iteront, that the interview was e lily ibdaiml, amd Sl Commnittes stated Lo bliog, 4t beonth, the views of Friemls
in regard to the Draft, and that we conld not directly or mdine Hy pay mouey in lien of military service, but thal we were
Loth willing and desirons ta do all we eanld, esnsclention=ly, tu abl the Govermment, that we bad already dowe wuch for the
Froevdmen, and were propesing to exten] onr fiel] of labor in thelr bebalf, and that we laid alo, asdksbad i earing B e slek
aml wounded, that we i thees thines as & matter of Christisn ety sond shoudd do Blemn whel bier religvesd froan military servio
ar not, +We, also, expressed o Seeretnry Stanton, the thauks of Friends _r_'gr flr premt Kincduesa hie Jead shows themn in
e wted instancea, and our bigh appreciation of the Feeling of Tuvor fowards Friewds, which le had onifornely shiown, auad
that we fidt desireus, if possible, that sowe understunding shonbd s bad by which Le would be pelieved from bing so often
called om |_-_'|' 1'1r||:|,||:1 fur relief,

Secrotary Stanton listened with earnest atteotion to the remarks, sl m the elose anduired whether we had woy
proposition to make—that he was fully aware of the liberality of Friends, and know tlat they hacd done mueh for the
Freadmen, snd ihat e fully appreciated it; but thet e conld not, on this gronwd, release theny from a complinnce wirth the

Jnws of the land—that le stoml unly 44 an .jﬂm- r o execube the laws, and Lad nothing to de with making 1-|Il.'|l'l sat i their

liberality released them from the Draft, the same cause would relesse ne arly every vne, and no IILFrtIrllTI be Foonngcl—1lint
all gects and denominations and peaple of every class Ll shovwn an extended liberality, and that iT Friends had done inore
than others it was bacause they were better abla o do at,

e biad great respect for their consclentions scruples, and ghonld be very sorry to oppress them, aml with that view
had made a proposition—the enly one he conld n ke, Peing asked to restate this, he said it was, that every Frioosd
whien drafted, appear before the Provost M 1r=—] il, n.n-! giata that he b & manher of the Sockety of Friewls, sl Lo conacien
tious cbhections to perfonn inilitary service,  1le wonld inatrnct the Mrovost Marshale not to procesl against sich notil wfier
they had notified Lim. That swch Friends shooald inmnediately inform Secretary Stanton, ly letter, marked " on busloness
connected with the Draft,” awd that npon the payment Lot I'rovost Marshal General, st Waahington, of £300, each, they shall
be released.  The money il not go into the general fund, but, he would pledge bimsclf, should be nseld t I thio deatli
and snferine contrabands—ihat fn thin war there were two duties 1o perform by the Governnent—one o ikl
the other 1o fesd the hwmgry aned clothe the naked Freedmen, That the last being a work of merey aaid nol of destruction
mipht be done by Friends j’h hen asked in referemce to the disposition of the fuids, thns raised, Lie said De wonld Lave to
review lis forner promise, it probably woubd be handed over tu the Gociely 1o be '1 ]'1”” d by ik, bt of Wis be would not
say cortainly until he had further exam nedd the law—it might reguire it dishurseieent by Government officera, but iF by
tliem it should e r'-Liq|:[--;]_l,' 3l 1l_|.'|5|_|--1;r|'|_'=-' sl . Wihen told that auel Ly teec il wimlil 1w considered nn infrlugEine on
1 wild snderstand no such absiraciion as that—thal i was & wirk of merey and i
Christ, amal that it our members did pot eloose to acoapt s liberal an offer, e eonld do wn
more for them, and the law wonll have to take its offect. 1o sald that I any mecting or boldy of Friends chose to plase
furids In his hands, in advanes, to a greater amound than would be requisita to cover all twir members who would be bkl y
to Le drafted, lim would receive their funds and release sll such as an should be drafted, and apply the fumwds as previonsly
L0 d, He voluntarily bserveld that he would bold this plan open, sl that the Snciety in peneral or auy Meeting ar

the righta of conscience, Lie pai

]
£
aceordance with e commails of

‘H' "-f‘i.i" '{/- 1-.;‘.(( fﬁ“ [ E L | {11-1. l::ﬁ




